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cult to further restrain them. They were looking with confidence to
the United States for an amicable settlement of their grievances, and
this had exercised a wholesome influence upon their conduct. Any
sudden announcement of an adverse result, or any attempt upon the
dignity or life of the Queen, might, in their judgment, precipitate the
most serious consequences.

Under this state of affairs, which was known in part, although not
fully, to the Provisional Government, the policy of silence, to which you
advised, until the time had arrived for definite action, was unques-
tionably wise and humane. My deliberate judgment is that a different
course wounld have proved disastrons.

No one can estimate to what extent the presence of the different war
vessels has prevented demonstrations of marked or other violence.

I need not assure you that I have endeavored faithfully to comply
with the views and instructions of the President in regard to the mili-
tary or naval fcrees of the United States. The two war ships now here
were here when I came, During the month of last August a general
license had been granted Admiral Skerrett by the Provisional Govern-
ment to land and drill his forces whenever he so desired. On the 29th
day of November, as has been stated in my dispateh No. 8 of Decem-
ber 5, the Provisional Government addressed me a note revoking this
license, which action on behalf of our Government was promptly acqui-
esced in. No such privilege has been since exercised. So punctilious
has been the doctrine of non-intervention that when the band of the
Philadelphia came ashore one afternoon during a reception of some of
the ladies of the navy Admiral Irwin’s attention having been called to
the fact that it had excited some comment he promptly issued an order
that there should be no repetition of this incident.

The Japanese and English legations have been guarded by marines
from their respective vessels, but no American soldier has been sta-
tioned here, and none will be. No official communication has been
conveyed from me to the Provisional Government by any representa-
tive of the naval forces of the United States; nor did I, under my
instructions, feel at liberty, as I otherwise gladly would have done, to
consult with the admiral and high officers in command of our fleet,
whose clear and intelligent judgment would have been of great advan-
tage to me in the frequent and delicate questions that have arisen.

In a word, neither directly nor indirectly have I conveyed or coun-
tenanced the idea that our Government proposed to interfere by force
in the domestic affairs of these islands. My visits to the United
States men-of-war have for this reason been limited to two or three
social occasions.

There has been, therefore, as little foundation for criticism in this
direction as there was for the temporary secresy observed, as we have
seen, as a safeguard against sudden outbreak and mob violence.

Under these circumstances, and guided by your imperative instrue-
tions, I submitted the decision of the President as one which was of
the greatest gravity and importance. What the answer will be I do
not know, but hope to be able to report in a very short time, as Presi-
dent Dole stated that the Provisional Government would take the
matter under its immediate advisement.

I have, ete,,
ALBERT S, WILLIS,



