Statement of Lilivokaland.

His Excellency JAMEs H. BLOUNT:

SIR: On the morning of the 26th of November, 1890, T went to Tolani
palace, where 1 met His Majesty Kalakaua’s ministers, Mr, J. A. Cum-
mins, O. N. Spencer, G. Brown, and A. P. Peterson, awaiting the
appearance of Iis Majesty.

We did not have to wait long and were ushered into the library, the
King seating me in his ehair and formally introdnced his ministers to
me.  After exchanging assurances of fidelity to each other and faith-
fulness in the discharge of their official duties, the ministers left, and
the King and I were left to talk over matters,

He told me of things that had transpirved a few months back. That
some of the ministers had thrown guns and ammunition into the sea from
the steamer Waimanalo. 1t was done to prevent him from having them,
and had evidently been directed by the reform party with whom a
portion of his ministers were in accord, instead of keeping them for his
protection and safety. These ministers were working with a party of
conspirators, who are the very same parties who have been the means
of the overthrow of my governmenton the 17th of January, 1893.
They are called the missionary or reform party. The King went on
to say that his guards had been reduced to twenty men and they were
barely sufticient to protect me it there should be any disturbance. He
‘bad requested Mr. Cumming, minister of foreign affairs, to send back
to the palace all the guns that were at the station house and that the
carriages had been sent to the palace but the guns themselves had
been kept back. It was an insult by his cabinet and he felt keenly
his weakness; that he had no more power or influence since his cabinet
was working against him. He explained all these things because he
wanted me to study my situation so as to be able to cope with it.

The time for his departure on the U. 8. 8. Charleston drew near and
he bade the Queen and myself farewell, and I felt in my own heart
some misgivings that I would never see him again.



